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MOBILE VALETING FOR CARS, CARAVANS AND VANS
We come to your home or work and offer just a wash and a vac or
complete full valet.
Professional services provided by Car-a-Val on 01905 456732 or
07831 444992. You can visit our website at car-a-val.co.uk.

01905 670637
www.rp-joinery.com
rp-joinery@hotmail.com
Offering the complete property package

Free quotes & small jobs welcome
Bespoke joinery & cabinet making
Painting & decorating
Garden & property maintenance
Kitchen makeovers – new doors &
worktops
Carpentry & much more

E.J.GUMERY & SON
 Funeral Directors 
 Independent, Family Funeral
Directors
 Established 1870
 Helpful & Efficient Personal Service
 Private Chapels
 Floral Tributes
 Pre-Payment Plans

Tel: 01905 22094
A. V. BAND LTD

24 HOURS

St. Nicholas Street and Sansome Walk

68,70 & 72 Ombersley Road,
Worcester WR3 7EU

Funeral Directors
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: 01905 22892
CLAINES CHURCH HALL AND INSTITUTE
The Church Hall and the Institute are available for
your wedding reception, christening party, birthday
party and for meetings or social events. Both
buildings have excellent facilities and wheelchair
access
For booking contact: Katrina Boucher
bookings@clainesfriends.org.uk

RON SIMS HEATING &
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
GREGORY'S MILL STREET,
WORCESTER

Installation - Servicing - Repairs
To all Heating Equipment
Tel: 01905 25214 or 21572

www.ejgumery.co.uk
Email: info@ejgumery.co.uk

Church House Bed & Breakfast
Church House is a working farm, conveniently
situated just five minutes from Junction 6 of
the M5 motorway and two miles from the
centre of the historic city of Worcester.
There is an extensive range of good local pubs
and restaurants to choose from, with the
renowned Mug House, just a two minute walk
away.
We welcome all guests, whether your visit to
the area is business related, attending one of
the numerous cultural or sporting events, or just
taking the opportunity to explore this lovely
area. We very much look forward to welcoming
you.
Julia Philips
Church House
Claines
Worcester
T: 01905 452366
WR3 7RL
M: 07909 968938
email: wr37rl@btinternet.com
www.churchhousebandb.co.uk

BOWBROOK GARDENS
Imaginative high quality landscaping
Large or small projects undertaken
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn on 01905 937852
Mobile 07792613020
www.bowbrookgardens.co.uk

Vintage China Hire

We deliver, you use, we wash up
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook or
for any more information and to discuss
your requirements please contact us!
www.oldecrocks.com
oldecrocks@gmail.com
07791 951748

With a love for all things vintage,
Olde Crocks has a beautiful collection of
vintage china available for hire.
Our vintage china is perfect for weddings, hen
do's, baby showers, christenings, birthdays,
special occasions or a good old fashioned
garden party!

READER, JAN KEAR, TELLS HER STORY..........

My upbringing was like many other people, as children we went to church just for
special occasions and we were all christened. But we did not regularly go to church, no
Sunday school and no church youth club for me. I think of my family as social
Christians, always willing to help others and showing kindness and consideration for
those in need.
At age 7, I became a Brownie and started to go to church parade once a month. This
continued for many years, through Guides, Ranger Guides and then becoming a
Ranger Guide leader. I was often involved in planning services sometimes outside and
we always finished a meeting with prayers. Phil and I then ran a Ranger Guide/Venture
Scout joint unit in Pershore for many years.
As a young teenager a friend
asked if I would like to go with her
to confirmation classes. I did and
found the experience deeply
moving and my faith journey has
continued since then. My friend
stopped attending church but I
carried on and sat through many
formal services which I enjoyed.
But I always had a love of
informal worship, which probably
comes
from
my
Guiding
background and the great
outdoors.
I began to help with church
activities; choir, open the book,
lunch club, doing prayers and
reading during church services
and more recently cafe church.
Jan (centre) at the recent visit of Bishop Martin to Claines

But it was on a Pilgrimage that I felt God's call. We were in a museum, a Christian
church in Turkey no longer used for worship where Jesus was no longer known. I was
overwhelmed by sadness. I have huge respect for other religions, but remembered a
comment once said to me by a believer of another faith was that no one had told them
about Jesus. In the UK secular society Jesus is not known by many and this makes me
sad too. So here am I happy to “do my best” and follow my calling for God and Jesus.
Love and blessings to you all at Christmastime and for the New Year.

Jan Kear
1

Parish Priest
THE REVEREND JO MUSSON
The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Claines, Worcester WR3 7RN
T: 01905 780200 E:rev.jomusson@gmail.com
(normal rest day - Friday)

Rev Peter Davies
T: 07810 008026

ASSOCIATE PRIESTS
Rev Jennie Hayward
T: 01905 29545

Rev Sue Pollard
T: 01905 759214

CHURCHWARDENS
Ian Cramp, 11 Willowslea Road, Northwick,
Phil Kear, 1 Hadley Villas, Droitwich Road,
Worcester WR3 7QP
Worcester WR3 7SW
T: 01905 457749
T: 01905 451099
E: warden@clainesfriends.org.uk
E: warden@clainesfriends.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE
Parish Administrator: Michelle Billings
Claines Church Hall, Cornmeadow Lane, Worcester WR3 7NY
Open: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am to 1pm
T: 01905 759702 E: claines.stgeorge@gmail.com
All enquiries for Baptisms and Weddings should be made to the Parish Office

ABOUT ORGANISATIONS
Children's Ministry: Rachel Cramp 01905 457749 willowslea2@yahoo.com
Little Fish: Pat Price 01905 455514
Little Friends Baby and Toddler Group: Jennifer Chow 07563 509715
Mothers’ Union: Gwen Clifford 01905 451574 Jan Hayden 01905 454577
Rachel Cramp 01905 457749
LinC Lunches: Pat Harris 01905 592555
Church Hall and Institute bookings: Katrina Boucher bookings@clainesfriends.org.uk
Magazine Distribution Secretary: Margaret Sturdy 01905 456624

MAGAZINE ARTICLES
th
Please let me have articles by 10 of the month prior to publication.
Editor: Pat Oddy, 5 Albany Terrace, Worcester, WR1 3DU
T: 01905 863283
E: paoddy@googlemail.com
CLAINES ON THE INTERNET
Keep up to date with news about Claines on
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
Website address: www.claineschurch.co.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES

Ruth told us that her sister who lives in
Australia had been invited as a special
guest to the Exhibition when it was in
Australia and basked in Ruth‟s glory with
the loaned items! Ruth‟s talk brought
back memories for some of the members
and introduced others to the quality and
variety of the items. A great evening for
all.

Services in Claines Church
5 December 10.30am Holy Communion
12 December 10.30am ECO Café
Church in the Parish Hall
4.30pm Contemplative Communion
19
December
10.30am
Worship
Together Communion
4.30pm Carol Service
24 December Christmas Eve
2.30pm and 4.30pm Crib Services
11.30pm Midnight Mass
25 December Christmas Day
10.30am Holy Communion
2 January 10.30am Holy Communion

Many social events are taking place
during November and the members are
looking forward to our December
meeting. Certainly, different from the last
physical one in December 2019 but one
that we shall enjoy none the less. The
members will be able to enjoy a fish and
chip supper and a mince pie all pre
bought to ensure as much safety as
possible
because
of
Covid19.
Entertainment will be courtesy of one of
our member‟s husbands.

Services in Saint George's Church
5 December 10.30am Zoom Holy
Communion
12 December 10.30am All Age ECO
Holy Communion
19 December 10.30am Holy Communion
24 December Christmas Eve
4.30pm Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass
25 December Christmas Day
10.30am Holy Communion
2 January 10.30am Holy Communion

We are having a formal Christmas dinner
at the Worcester Golf and Country Club
later on in the month. So, as carefully as
we may, social activities are resuming
bringing people together.
All the members of North Claines WI wish
you all a very happy Christmas and all
good wishes for 2022.

ZOOM Worship will continue every Sunday
at 10.30am streaming from either Claines or
Saint George's Churches. Please contact
the Vicar if you wish to receive the weekly
news digest via MailChimp.

Heather Pitts

NORTH CLAINES WI
Well it is said good comes to she who
waits and we‟d waited since 2019
(Covid19 of course intervened) to hear
Ruth Lowe present Part 2 of her talk
about Mary Quant and it was well worth
the wait! The amount of clothes and
items relating to Mary Quant and her
design labels that Ruth brought with her
was mesmerising. A number of Ruth‟s
items had been loaned to the V & A
Museum‟s Mary Quant exhibition which
took place in London in 2019/20 and is
currently on tour in New Zealand.
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ETERNAL WALL OF ANSWERED
PRAYER

bricks in the Eternal Wall will display an
individual‟s story, remembering how
Jesus answered their prayer. The
landmark will demonstrate that Jesus is
alive, He listens and He answers prayer
today.

This is going to be amazing!

The Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer will
be over twice the size of the Angel of the
North and will be a visible reminder to
everyone that we should never forget the
things God has done.
The landowner has given a ten acre
piece of land in a prime location near
Birmingham. Unbeknown to Richard
Gamble, the owner had felt prompted by
God to set money aside in order to
contribute to a national landmark about
Jesus. The amazing thing is that the
landowner set this fund up six months
before Richard even began to think about
Eternal Wall.

We hear a lot about the importance of
praying, but how often do we actually
stop to remember the times prayers have
been answered? Recalling and reflecting
on the things God has done is a tangible
way we can make hope visible. It gives
us a deeper understanding of who God is
and helps us mature in our Christian life.

It is estimated that around 500,000
journeys will be made past this
monument every week and that 200,000
people will visit the site annually.

God has faithfully and powerfully moved
throughout the history of the UK. He has
answered prayers of people such as St
Augustine way back in the sixth century,
right through to the more modern times of
WWII when millions of people queued up
outside churches to pray for the men on
the beaches of Dunkirk.

The project began with a crowd funding
campaign in 2016 to raise £45,000. This
was needed in order to build a suitable
website and to run a global Royal
Institute of British Architects‟ (RIBA)
competition to find a design for the
Eternal Wall. From the outset it seemed
unlikely that this amount would be
reached in time. However, following a
time of prayer and encouragement from
God, funding miraculously came in from
all across the world during a two day
period. The full amount was reached with
just a day to spare.

Founder Richard Gamble first had the
idea for the Eternal Wall of Answered
Prayer when he was carrying a cross
around Leicestershire at Easter time to
lead people to think about Jesus. He
prayed over the idea for ten years until
2014 when he felt the nudge to begin
acting upon it.

Following the successful crowd funding
campaign, a competition was launched
and received 133 entries from 28
countries. The designs were shortlisted to
five finalists by a judging panel of experts
and national influencers.

The Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer is
going to be a huge Christian landmark.
The gigantic monument of hope will host
a million accounts of answered prayer,
making it the largest database of hope
stories in the world. Each of the million
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Construction on the access road has
begun and it is hoped the project will be
completed by 2023. Fundraising still
carries on to raise the balance of funds
needed for the project.

Editor
ST. RICHARD'S RAISES
MAMMOTH SUM
Following its elephant trail, St. Richard's
auctioned many of its elephant sculptures
and raised a mammoth £368,800 with
prices ranging from £4,400 to £36,000.

Items that they want
Agricultural tools: Fork, spade, hoe,
garden rake, hand fork and trowel,
lopper, secateurs and hand shears
Builders’ tools: Spade, shovel, 3ft spirit
level, axe, crowbar, fork, sledge hammer,
bow saw, bolsters, chisels, all types of
hammers and trowels, pin and lines, tape
measures, hacksaws and Stanley and
hacksaw blades
Carpenters’ tools: Bevel, braces,
clamps, hand drills and bits, all types of
files and hammers, Stanley knife, all
types of planes and saws, pliers, rules, all
types of saws and screwdrivers, squares
plus screws, nails and bolts
Electricians’ tools: Allen keys, hand
drills and bits, all types of pliers and
hacksaws,
screwdrivers,
spanners,
soldering iron, voltmeter
Motor mechanics’ tools: Allen keys,
cold chisels, breast drill and bits, all types
of hammers and pliers, punches, metric
socket
sets,
spanners,
adjustable
spanners, cantilever toolboxes, tyre
pressure gauge
Plumbers’ tools: Basin or tap wrench,
wire brush, breast drill and bits, various
grips and saws, screwdriver, oil can etc
Garage workshop: Hydraulic jack, axle
stands, battery charger, ramps and large
engineers vice
Power tools: Hand and bench drills,
sander, planer, jigsaw, circular, band and
chop saws, lathe, cultivator, rotavator,
welding machine and generator

TOOLS WITH A MISSION
Got any unwanted tools? Tools With A
Mission
is
a
Christian
(TWAM)
organisation that will take those tools and
send them overseas where they can
enjoy a new life and provide useful
equipment to those in need. Tools with a
Mission has sent tools to 17 countries.
Today, they send tools to 4 countries in
Africa , working in close partnership with
local grassroots organisations.
They have a national network of over 200
volunteer tool collectors who will either
pick tools up from you or act as a drop off
point.
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Sewing machines: manual, electric,
treadle and industrial
Knitting machines: machine and hand
wool, needles and patterns
Haberdashery: needles, cottons, large
material pieces/rolls, buttons, zips, tapes
Fully working IT equipment: Desktop
computers and laptops running a
minimum of Microsoft Windows 7, tablets,
networking switch routers and cables
Bibles: in modern English

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
(MARTIN HUSSINGTREE)
Another in the series by Paul of churches
in the Deanery. As Worcester Area
Deanery Secretary Paul is looking in
depth at various churches to try and
engender a spirit of unity in our new
Deanery.

Items they don't want
All broken tools, ladders and step
ladders, lawn rakes/long handled shears,
electric and hand lawnmowers, printers,
scanners, typewriters and bikes.

“Simon Wood died unmarried in c1746
and Merton passed to Pynson ll.”
Ownership of land and properties at
Brownheath brought the manors of
Merton and Hosintre together into one
Manor and Pynson ll (a Vicar at
Halesowen) was now Lord of the Manor
of the combined Martin Hussingtree. I am
indebted to Mr & Mrs Jauncey for
supplying me with a fascinating book by
Gill Lawley on this area which is full of
little snippets of information e.g., Pynson
ll married twice and the second wife was
32 years old when he was 68yrs causing
tongues to wag and equally so for when
the second son died intestate after
having made a wager that he could drink
7 gallons of beer at breakfast – he was
on the sixth when he became ill and
never recovered…

This isn‟t an exhaustive list and it's worth
checking with TWAM on 01473 210220.
The nearest refurbishment workshop to
Worcester is Coventry and the nearest
collector is David in Ledbury who can be
contacted by email on davids@twam.uk
or call the number above.
It‟s really about what people can use.
What may be useful to us, may not be
useful to recipients in their partner
countries. If they say they can‟t take
something, they're not being ungrateful,
just being honest.

Editor
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outside. I was particularly heartened to
find a plaque to Thomas Tomkyns a
noted composer and one time organist of
Worcester Cathedral (until it was closed
by Oliver Cromwell in 1649) of whom an
organ-scholar friend of mine waxes lyrical
on the „contrapuntal‟ skills and wrote to
me “The skill with which Tomkins weaves
the various voices together and the many
deliberate discords is matched by few
other composers of any time.”

However, to treat this parish more
seriously it is necessary to note that this
church building up on the third River
Severn terrace about halfway between
Worcester and Droitwich was originally
dedicated to St Nicholas. It appears
though that this was changed at about
the time of the Reformation to St Michael
and All Angels. The church is on a small
area of high ground above the Martin
Brook and the parish boundary gives a
sort of horizontal rectangle shape on the
map. The redundant Parish of Hindlip is
to the South-East.

St Michael‟s was probably in existence as
a church with its previous name from
about the 10th century. The manors of
Merton, Hosintre and Hindlip were being
recorded for King William and probably
made their money supplying wood and
charcoal to the salt industry at Droitwich
for boiling off the brine. Martin belonged
to Pershore Abbey and Hussingtree to St
Peters, Westminster.

Though whilst the general area of his
burial site is known the exact spot has
been lost to the mists of time. A second
memorial to a Thomas Tomkyns (died
1678) refers to Charles ll' assistant
licenser of books who nearly rejected
John Milton‟s „Paradise Lost‟. He was
apparently a fervent believer in the divine
right of Kings and took exception to the
line including „and with fear of change
perplexes monarchs‟.

The Lords of the Manor in each case
were tenants. Several „Green Lanes‟,
now no longer in use cross the parish but
the principle route of the „Saltway‟ and
„Lower Saltway‟ are still A Class roads.

The west wall, which we are told is 3 feet,
2 inches thick, houses a beautiful stained
glass of St Michael and his dragon. The
window was placed there in 1898 by the
Worcestershire Hunt in memory of the
Field Master who after being dismounted
on Valentine's Day that year was further
injured by his horse treading on his chest.

Inside, St. Michael is a surprisingly large
church and not at all the cramped space
that could be thought from looking at the
7

privileges that the majority of society take
for granted and highlights how they are
excluded from mainstream society.
Helping the people who have fallen
through the cracks is exactly what we do
at Maggs Day Centre. Since 1985 we
have been helping rough sleepers and
the socially excluded. Our ethos is not to
just support rough sleepers by giving
them a sandwich and sleeping bag, but to
help them to make the changes in their
lives necessary so that they can be
accommodated and rejoin mainstream
society.
This can take a long time, as the people
that we work with can have many issues.
We work with the most traumatised and
excluded rough sleepers and other
people who the majority of other
agencies have put in the “too difficult”
box.

Other glass, some stained and some
painted, is also of interest. The last
artifact of note, and I may have to go
back for a further look, was the octagonal
baptismal font which was placed in front
of the west window in 1883 but now
resides in the south aisle. This font was
apparently removed following the Act of
1644 banning holy-water fonts and buried
in the churchyard. It was at a later time,
dug up, and re-installed in the church.

We operate outreach services across the
county, two day centres one in Worcester
and one in Malvern, a health hub in
Worcester and clothing project, and in the
last 18 months we have we have set up a
housing project accommodating 21 rough
sleepers with support to develop the skills
to maintain a home independently.

Paul Fulbrook

So this Christmas please spare a thought
for people experiencing homelessness.
You can donate at our website where you
can read more about our work www.maggsdaycentre.co.uk/
or
via
cheque (Maggs Day Centre) C/o Mel
Kirk, Maggs Annexe, 59-60 The Tything,
Worcester, WR1 1JT.

Worcester Area Deanery Secretary

REMEMBERING THE HOMELESS THIS
CHRISTMAS
MAGGS DAY CENTRE

Between 6-21 December you can
nominate Maggs under the Movement for
Good programme run by Ecclesiastical
Insurance for a chance for Maggs to win
a grant award of £1,000. It costs you
nothing, and it only takes a couple of
minutes to do this on line, quoting Maggs‟
charity registration number 700852 and
charity type “Poverty”
https://movementforgood.com/12days/

This is the time of year that most of us
look forward to an opportunity to see
friends and family and have a break, but
for people experiencing homelessness
Christmas is not necessarily a time of joy
and celebration. It's not a time when most
people experiencing homelessness see
friends and family, and it's certainly not a
time when they can indulge in retail
therapy. It's a constant reminder to them
that they don't have the comforts and the
8

PLANT A TREE FOR THE JUBILEE
In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will
become the first British Monarch to
celebrate a Platinum Jubilee and a
number of plans are in place to celebrate
her seventy years of service to the
Nation.
The Queen's Green Canopy (QGC) is a
UK-wide tree planting initiative, inviting
people to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”,
with a focus on planting sustainably. The
QGC will encourage planting of trees to
create a legacy for future generations to
enjoy, in honour of HM The Queen.
Churches have been invited to take part.
Lt Col Patrick Holcroft, Lord-Lieutenant of
Worcestershire writes: "As HM The
Queen‟s representative in the County, I
would like to encourage Worcestershire
residents,
landowners,
schools,
communities, towns, parishes and
businesses to participate in this
wonderful project and plant trees through
to the end of the Jubilee year in 2022.

Pupils at St. Barnabas School plant
an Acer Autumn Blaze

THE END OF AN ERA
I have been editor of the magazine for
nearly a quarter of a century and
treasurer for nearly ten years. I think I am
going to miss it, but, having moved away
from the area now is the time to stand
down.

The Lieutenancy and Worcestershire
County Council have endorsed two
planting projects.
One has already
begun on a 10 acre plot at Bewdley and a
150 acre scheme near Evesham will
begin in the next few months. The QGC
is aimed at everyone so please do get
involved, perhaps by planting a
commemorative tree in your garden.
More information on how to get involved
is available on the County Council
website.

I hope I have improved on what we had
before with articles and colour pages and
would like to thank my colleagues for the
support they have given me, including
those that go out every month and deliver
the publication.
We are fortunate that we have two
people who have come forward to carry
the baton forward. Pat Oddy will edit the
magazine and Henry Briggs will look after
the finances.

This is a meaningful and lasting way of
showing our heartfelt appreciation and
gratitude for the 70 years of Her
Majesty‟s dedicated service to our
Community and I am looking forward to
Worcestershire planting many trees for
the Jubilee."

Pat has edited magazines before and
Henry is an accountant and so it should
be in safe hands for those who continue
to take the magazine and I wish them all
the best.

Claines PCC will be considering whether
to plant a tree.

Editor

Editor
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CONCERNED ABOUT A RELATIVE?
Do you have a relative about whom you were concerned during Covid restrictions?
Would you like peace of mind that your relative is in safe hands 24hrs a day, with a
team of friendly and helpful on-site staff available to provide assistance?
If so, perhaps you would like to consider an Abbeyfield (not-for-profit) apartment
for people aged 55+?
I am selling our mother’s lovely 2-bed property at Whiston Court in Barbourne,
Worcester, newly carpeted and lived in for a very short period, situated on the 1st
floor with easy access via a lift
Friendly community of 37 flats
Two-course main meal freshly cooked on-site every day
Many other facilities included in the monthly service charge, including all utility
bills (excluding Council Tax and phone bill). Twin-bedded guest suite available at a
small charge. Secure parking available if required. Courtyard garden area.
I am selling through Philip Laney & Jolly in Worcester (01905) 26664

or please contact me for further details: Sarah (01905) 360751

GRASS CUTTING, MOWING & PADDOCK MAINTENANCE
COUNTRY PROPERTIES

COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS

Our services include Regular/one off Mowing, Flail Mowing, Paddock Topping
Chain Harrowing, Lawn & Sports Field Aerating
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE, PERSONAL SERVICE
Call Mike anytime for a free, no obligation quotation

01905 621858

or

07802 717057

Promoting Healthy Living
Fresh vegetables & fruit
Some of which is home grown or acquired locally
Home produced delicious Beef together with locally produced
Lamb, Pork and Poultry
MILK straight from the Farm
BREAD with real taste & substance
IN FACT

Everything you would expect to see
in a proper farm shop and fresh fish at
The Fish Emporium
Our staff are very friendly & helpful too
Opening times:
Shop: Monday - Saturday 9am - 4pm
The Fish Emporium: Wed, Thurs & Fri 8am - 4.30pm
(01905 453337)
Sat 8am - 3.00pm
Website: www.gwillamsfarmshop.com
Email: nbgwillam@btconnect.com

Telephone: 01905 756490
Ombersley Road, Claines,
Worcester WR3 7RH

