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ONLINE Getfit and have fun from home!

" Zumba Class: Every morning Mon-Fri.
Zumba GOLD low impact class: 2pm Mondays

For more information and the class Zoom link contact Jude W
07948 356894 / judy.maund@gmail.com / www.judymaund.zumba.com

MOBILE VALETING FOR CARS, CARAVANS AND VANS

We come to your home or work and offer just a wash and a vac or
complete full valet.

Professional services provided by Car-a-Val on 01905 456732 or
07831 444992. You can visit our website at car-a-val.co.uk.
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Promoting Healthy Living

Fresh vegetables & fruit

Some of which is home grown or acquired locally
Home produced delicious Beef together with locally produced
Lamb, Pork and Poultry

MILK straight from the Farm
BREAD with real taste & substance

IN FACT

Everything you would expect to see
in a proper farm shop and fresh fish at

The Fish Emporium
Our staff are very friendly & helpful too

Opening times:
Shop: Monday - Saturday 9am - 4pm
The Fish Emporium: Wed, Thurs & Fri 8am - 4.30pm
(01905 453337) Sat 8am - 3.00pm

Website: www.gwillamsfarmshop.com
Email: nbgwillam@btconnect.com

Telephone: 01905 756490
Ombersley Road, Claines,
Worcester WR3 7RH




Here for you

Our Funeral Directors are available
24 hours a day 365 days a year

A range of funeral plans
Floral arrangements
A choice of memorials

|6

Visit your local Funeral Director at
George Crump and Son Funeral Directors
32-33 Hanbury Road, Droitwich, Worcestershire WR9 8PW

Tel: 01905 886 974
[FIP]A] @

www.centralengland.coop/funeralcare

A.V.BAND LTD

St. Nicholas Street and Sansome Walk

Funeral Directors
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: 01905 22892

E.J.GUMERY & SON

4 Funeral Directors ¢

L 2

Independent, Family Funeral
Directors

Established 1870

Helpful & Efficient Personal Service
Private Chapels

Floral Tributes

Pre-Payment Plans

Tel: 01905 22094
24 HOURS

68,70 & 72 Ombersley Road,
Worcester WR3 7EU

www.ejgumery.co.uk
Email: info@ejgumery.co.uk
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CLAINES CHURCH HALL AND INSTITUTE
The Church Hall and the Institute are available for
your wedding reception, christening party, birthday
party and for meetings or social events. Both
buildings have excellent facilities and wheelchair
access
For booking contact: Katrina Boucher
bookings@clainesfriends.org.uk

Piano Tuning
Simon Peberdy
07588 533427

Piano technician, pianist, organist
www.simonpeberdymusic.com

RON SIMS HEATING &
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
GREGORY'S MILL STREET,
WORCESTER
Installation - Servicing - Repairs
To all Heating Equipment
Tel: 01905 25214 or 21572

PRiNT <1 DESICN

Print & Design are a non-franchised independent printers,
offering competitive priced printing fast!
Wae also have free parking at our studio
in the railway arches near to the centre of Worcester
Whatever your needs give me, Martyn Griffin a call on
01905 480120

or email:

martyngriffin@gmail.com

Martyn Griffin T/as Print & Design
2 Netherton Court, Infirmary Walk Worcester WR1 3AU

2 Hurst. Lane,

FEembhill Heath
Worcester WR3 8RR
Tel 01905 756074
Mobile 07899 048596

Gary M Barnes, Gas Safe Registered (Reg 309717)
Qualified and Experienced Plumbing/Heating
Engineer

Service & Installation of Gas Central Heating and Gas Fires
All aspects of Plumbing, Bathroom Fitting and Tiling, Kitchen
Equipment

Competitive Prices = Friendly Service = Estimates Free




Church House Bed &Bre;wléfgrst

Church House is a working farm, conveniently
situated just five minutes from Junction 6 of
the M5 motorway and two miles from the
centre of the historic city of Worcester.

There is an extensive range of good local pubs
and restaurants to choose from, with the
renowned Mug House, just a two minute walk
away.

We welcome all guests, whether your visit to
the area is business related, attending one of
the numerous cultural or sporting events, or just
taking the opportunity to explore this lovely
area. We very much look forward to welcoming
you.

Julia Philips

Church House

Claines

Worcester T: 01905 452366

WR3 7RL M: 07909 968938

email: wr37ri@btinternet.com
www.churchhousebandb.co.uk

Red Kite
Pest Control
&

Wildlife Management

Combining Tradition and Innovation
For all vour local Pest Control requirements ~ BPCA and NPTA Qualified

ALSO

TAXIDERMY

I'm interested in purchasing unwanted pieces of taxidermy
(for private collection)

il"elephnne Andy Staples: 07977 044987 /01886 832730




Worcester Funeral Service

Independent Family Funeral Directors

: 01905 23499

Craig is available 24 hours a day.
Please call for any assistance.

" \n()\

° Golden Charter k

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

31c Barbourne Road, Worcester, WR1 1SA
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104 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 8RA

LOGS, COAL & KINDLING TREE SURGERY

Quality Hardwood Logs Competitive quotationsfora

Seasoned or Green professional service

::““ Dr :g & ?(31“ Stgrec: Safe, efficient removal of large trees
ouse & Smokeless Coa : ;

Kindling Wood Forma-tnve p.rurnng '

Delivery Service Available Reducing, thinning and reshaping

Covering Worcestershire Dismantling in confined spaces

Opening Houns: Fullyinsured & NPTC Certified

Mon-Fri8am-5pm & Sat8am-3pm
logs@james-grove.co.uk info@james-grove.co.uk




Does the thought of losing everything you
have worked hard for, worry you?

Worry not! Call John Owens (LLB) today...then relax

John will advise you on the best ways to protect everything and everyone
that matters to you. As an advisor for Age UK Worcester & District and
Malvern, you can be assured that he is an expert that can be frusted.

. Will writing = John can tailor your wills to accommodate even the most
complicated family set up

. Trusts — John can protect your assets from many threats

. Lasting Powers of Aftorney = to make sure everything is in place, should
you be unable to manage your affairs

. Funeral Plans - Independent supplier of a number of the leading funeral
plans in the country

. Worried about care costs? = John can set your mind at ease.

CWENS 01905 695450

ESTATE PLANNING SERVICES www.owensestateplanning.co.uk

AIRPORT SERVICE. ALL-INC CARS

www.allinccars.co.uk
All areas of Worcestershire covered.
Long distance specialists
Up to 8 seat air conditioned people carriers
15 years successful trading
Luggage space and leg room
Easier than airport parking
Female drivers available.
Call our Worcester Office / AL-ING

QQEEgS 01905 826261 CARS




BOWBROOK GARDENS

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Large or small projects undertaken
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn on 01905 937852
Mobile 07792613020
www.bowbrookgardens.co.uk

GRANTHAMS GARAGE

P All Makes | N
"AutoCentre

Good Garage Scheme )

* SERVICING * REPAIRS * MOT’s * DIAGNOSTICS
SPECIALISING IN

SKODA, VW AND AUDI
Ombersley Road, Claines WR3 7HD

01905 453074




Huuman Kind Care
Cuiny fov lge

We are passionate about Our services include but aren't

supporting people to be able to limited to :
live their lives to the maximum by [1 Assistance with dressing and grooming
A ; []Support to prepare/eat meals
encouraging and promoting (] Assistance with medication
independence. [] Support with cleaning

We believe that life does not stop (] Companionship

just because people need help and [l Support to attend social activities and
g0 on outings

support. We want you to be able to O Respite care
enjoy life, maintain their hobbies [] Personal Care
and interests and to have new Please get in contact with us to discuss
experiences. your needs.

) ruiting!
We ore 150 | act
please 9% a

i W
huuman kind care careet W e 118

CONTACT US - 01886 489005

HELP@HUUMANKIND.CO.UK
WWW.HUUMANKIND.CO.UK
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/ . With a love for all fﬁirgs vintage,

ke . Olde Crocks has a beautiful collection of

AV RO AL .3
l" ;;'7; 4’: ¢ .‘1 ) 6C / 7( g%‘ w'nfaje china available for hire,
——— /> Our vintage china is perfecf for weﬁéﬁ'r‘;g.r, hen
} ?// 5 \\\\ do’s, 54@ showers, cﬁﬁ:feniry:, ﬁﬁ%y:,
T===LJINTAG :/Jecia/ oceasions or a jaotf old fashioned

We deliver, You use, we wash up jam/en par@'

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook or
for any more information and to discuss
Your reqm‘remenﬁ' p/ease contact us!
www oldecrocks. com
o/ﬁécrocér@]mai[ com
07791 95748




THE

D o G The Dog House has evolved through
owning and living with dogs for over

HOUSE 40 years!!

All about the dog e

Our friendly team are local and can help with any requirements you
or your furry friend need so please do get in touch.

The Dog House Worcester is just a stone’s throw away in Blackpole,
having moved from our original location in Fernhill heath 3 years ago.
"SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS"

Grooming ~ Hand Stripping ™ Day Care ™~ Microchipping
Puppy Socialisation Classes
Dog Bed Laundry Service

Level 3 Training Courses
in Grooming and Canine First Aid.

01905 452 078 — 07866 574 901

www.thedoghouseworcester.co.uk

Unit 86H Blackpole Trading Estate WEST, Blackpole, Worcester, WR3 8T

n https://www.facabook.com/greatgroomersworcester '@' https://www.instagram.com/thedoghouseworcester_/




ROBERT JONES, ARCHDEACON OF WORCESTER WRITES.........

An article in the Church Times took me
back to a hymn I'd not sung for many a
year with its wonderful opening line, ‘O
Love that wilt not let me go'. This is the
only sort of love which really counts; it's the
one we recognise in our own loved ones, in
parents who loved us into life, in friends
who mean the world to us - and, of course,
in the God revealed in Jesus Christ.

It is one year ago that we first went into
lockdown. Perhaps you can recall what you
were doing then when life was more
‘normal’. | can remember going for drinks
with neighbours the weekend before it all
happened, when Covid seemed something
quite distant. Now there are few of us who
have not been affected personally one way
or another. We know people with Covid, we know people who have died from Covid, and all
of us are living with the consequences of Covid.

Lent takes us back to Jesus’ forty days and nights in the desert. It seems to me that we are
living our own wilderness experience in a way we could never have imagined. For Jesus this
was a time of struggle; as the 23" Psalm puts it, he walked through the valley of the shadow
of death. Yet he was held in a love which would not let him go, and emerged from it to a
ministry which was to turn the world upside down in faith, hope and love.

Whatever else is lacking during this time of wilderness, one thing not absent is loving
kindness. We've seen it in NHS workers, teachers, neighbours and many others. In practical
down-to-earth ways we have seen and experienced living examples of ‘love that wilt not let
me go’.

George Matheson, who wrote the hymn, had his own wilderness experience. ‘Something
happened to me, which was known only to myself, and which caused me the most severe
mental suffering. The hymn was the fruit of that suffering’, he says, and then he wrote these
beautiful lines:

‘| trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain
that morn shall tearless be.’

Tracing the rainbow through the rain. Isn’t this God’s tenacious love for us, stronger than we
can imagine, mirrored by our human experiences of being loved? We've surely had plenty of
rain lately, but, you know, I've seen the odd rainbow too - hold on to such precious glimpses
of glory in times like these.

Rabert foues

Archdeacon



Parish Priest
THE REVEREND JO MUSSON
The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Claines, Worcester WR3 7RN
T: 01905 780200 E:rev.jomusson@gmail.com
(normal rest day - Friday)

ASSOCIATE PRIESTS

Rev Jennie Hayward Rev Peter Davies
T: 01905 29545 T: 07810 008026
(normal rest day - Wednesday) (normal rest day - Friday)

Rev Sue Pollard
T: 01905 759214

CHURCHWARDENS
Rachel Cramp, 11 Willowslea Road, Phil Kear, 1 Hadley Villas, Droitwich Road,
Northwick, Worcester WR3 7QP Worcester WR3 7SW
T: 01905 457749 T: 01905 451099
E: warden@clainesfriends.org.uk E: warden@clainesfriends.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE
Parish Administrators: Gwen Clifford and John Brady
Claines Church Hall, Cornmeadow Lane, Worcester WR3 7NY
Open: Monday and Thursday 10am to 1pm
T: 01905 759702 E: claines.stgeorge@gmail.com
All enquiries for Baptisms and Weddings should be made to the Parish Office

ABOUT ORGANISATIONS
Children's Ministry: Ann Sansome 01905 754561 ann@clainesfriends.org.uk
Little Fish: Pat Price 01905 455514
Little Friends Baby and Toddler Group: Jennifer Chow 07563 509715
Mothers’ Union: Gwen Clifford 01905 451574
LinC Lunches: Pat Harris 01905 592555
Church Hall and Institute bookings: Katrina Boucher bookings @clainesfriends.org.uk
Magazine Distribution Secretary: Margaret Sturdy 01905 456624

MAGAZINE ARTICLES
Please let me have articles by 10™ of the month prior to publication.
Editor and Treasurer: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath,
Worcester WR3 7UH
T: 01905 457165
E: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk

CLAINES ON THE INTERNET
Keep up to date with news about Claines on
Facebook

facebook

Website address: www.claineschurch.co.uk

{ LIKE US ON KD




MAGAZINE STUFF

| should like to pass on my sincere
thanks to everyone who helps with the
distribution of the Parish Magazine. It is
very much appreciated.

The annual subscription for the
magazine will remain at £5 for 2021.
Please let Steve Taylor (for contact
details see information under magazine
articles) have any subscriptions

collected.
MNargaret Sturndy

THE MAGAZINE GOING FORWARD

| have been editor of the magazine for
nearly a quarter of a century and
treasurer as well for the last 8 years or
so.

| had intended to step down this year
as | will be 70 and that seemed an
appropriate point to say that | would
call it a day.

Some of you will be aware that my wife
and | are moving away from Worcester
to be nearer to our son, daughter-in -
law and granddaughter in South
Birmingham.

The sale of our existing house and
purchase of another property
happened perhaps a bit quicker than
we thought. We have been in Fernhill
Heath for 44 years and have not taken
the decision to move lightly.

Even though the move is expected to
happen in the next couple of months |
still intend to continue with the
magazine until the end of the year.
With technology, as we have found out

during the pandemic, things can still
happen at a distance.

Unless someone comes forward
beforehand my last magazine will be
December 2021. So, if you fancy a go
at this or know someone who would
please get in touch (contact details on

page 2).
Steve Taylor

Magazine Editor

CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD

Well what a year it was last year, | can’t
remember us having so few flowers to
arrange in church. Usually we are quite
busy with weddings, festivals and general
flowers.

| am hoping, in anticipation, that we will
have some weddings to decorate for this
year as well as Easter, Harvest and
Christmas not forgetting Mothering
Sunday posies. The Flower Rota is now
in church waiting for you to add your
names to the weeks you can do. | am
adding the dates for said festivals:
Mothering Sunday posies Saturday13th
March

Easter Saturday 3rd April

Harvest Festival TBA

Please put them in your diaries.

HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all.
Pat Harnio

FROM JEAN SMALLWOOD

Thank you to everybody who sent me
Christmas cards, (some with letters
and messages included). | know that |
didn’t include everyone, but | haven’t
got all your addresses, usually leaving



them in Church or hand delivering
them. Thank you to John Brady who
weathered fire, flood, wind and rain to
deliver some that | sent to him. Thanks
John.

| hope that you all had as good a
Christmas as the Scrooge and his
mutant elves of Whitehall allowed, but |
hope that 2021 will be a hopeful and
happy one.

In all of this confusion, please
remember that we were celebrating the
anniversary of the birth of our Lord and
commemorating the gift from God and
no strain of Corona virus could change
that!

Take Christ out of Christmas and you
are left with M and S or Aldi or Tesco
or Sainsburys come to that! Love from
rural Lancashire.

ean and Cuthbert

My fingers may be small
but | can still wrap
Grandad around them.

THE MILLION POUND GIVEAWAY

Changes to inheritance tax mean that
estates worth up to £1m could,
potentially, be passed on tax-free.

One consequence of the property
boom has been that more and more
estates have been dragged into the
inheritance (IHT) trap. However, the
introduction of new rules from April
2020 mean that you have been able to
pass on an estate worth up to
£500,000 tax free, so long as it
includes your main home. For married
couples and civil partners this doubles
to £1m.

Everyone has a 'nil-rate band', an
allowance of £325,000 that they can
pass on tax-free when they die, but
there is no limit to the amount you can
pass on to your spouse or civil partner.
If you pass on your entire estate to
your partner, then they also inherit your
unused nil-rate band, meaning when
the die, a potential of £650,000 free of
IHT.

If your estate includes a property, you
can use an extra allowance: the
'residence nil-rate band' (RNRB) which
was increased last April to £175,000.
However, this only applies to the
residence you have lived in and can
only be passed to a direct descendent -
children, grandchildren and
stepchildren.

The RNRB is transferable so an
individual can pass on up to £500,000
of property tax free when the two are
added together, or up to £1m if
combined with a spouse or civil
partner. Any amount over your allowance
will be taxed at 40% unless you have
donated more than 10% of your estate to
charity, in which case this drops to 36%.

| can rest easy then!

Editor
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..between you and me, it's the
only way I can remember my PIN number!

FAILURE LED TO 8,500 MILE LIFE
CHANGING JOURNEY - PART 2

By John Butterworth, Reader at
Claines and Saint George’s.

In December's magazine we learnt how
John had ended up in Plymouth as a
trainee journalist, met his wife Jan, a
trainee pharmacist, also the curate at
St. Andrew's Church in the City and
joined a humanitarian trip overland to
Nepal to deliver a new Land Rover
Safari to the Green Pastures Leprosy
Hospital in Pokhara where the Hawkers,
the family who he had lodged with,
worked.

This month we hear of the intrepid
journey through 13 countries.

On August 23 1977, Bruce and his wife
Sue, a teacher; Susie, a midwife; Adrian,
a Royal Marine; Paul, a town planner;
Jonathan, a teacher and Jan and | set off
from St Andrew’s, packed into the Land
Rover plus a trailer.

There were many highlights on the
journey which took us through Belgium,
France, Luxemburg, Germany, Austria,
Yugoslavia as it then was, Greece,
Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
India and finally Nepal.

Of those 13 countries, guess which one
gave us the most problems? France -
where a customs official accused us of
smuggling diesel into the country even
though the eight full jerry cans were in
full view on top of the vehicle and were
for use in Asia if we ran out of fuel.
Despite our protests we had to pay the
import tax.

Through France with a packed Land
Rover and trailer we could perhaps
touch 45mph going downhill with a
following wind and all the French
drivers easily overtook us. Guess
which was the only group stopped for
speeding? Us - and we had to pay a
fine!

We called in on many missionaries en
route and one of our friends, Ann
White, was a nurse working in the
Church Mission Society hospital in
Isfahan, Iran.

She asked us to pick up a cardiac
machine in Germany which a charity
had bought for them and so we
carefully packed it in the trailer. Despite
appalling mud roads in Eastern Turkey
we delivered it safely and it worked
perfectly.

Most of the time we camped on remote
sites or just in the desert. But we had a
night of luxury in Belgrade where the
British Ambassador invited us for a
meal and a concert in the embassy
before we put up our tents on the back
lawn.
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A night of luxury at the British Embassy in
Belgrade, then Yugoslavia

To go to the bathroom we used the top
secret code of knocking three times on
the large embassy wooden doors
whereupon Taffy, looking like Bertie
Wooster’s Jeeves, would let us in.

Other adventures included difficulties
getting into Iran and Afghanistan,
meeting secret believers at a
Communion service in Kabul, singing
songs from Joseph and his Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat at an Afghan
school, driving through the Khyber
Pass, finding a black mamba yards
from our tent, and in India visiting the
Taj Mahal, the Sikh Golden Temple in
Amritsar and the Hindu temples of
Varanasi.

A fascinting venin
of Herat in Afghanistan

| R i = cptaddl
seeing the historic sights

Two months later we arrived at our
destination on October 21, thanks to
God’s protection and many answered
prayers. There we spent another two
months helping in Pokhara — Jan
dispensed in the hospital pharmacy
and | wrote a book on the trip entitled
Bruce’s Baby which was published by
Henry E Walter of Worthing, Sussex.
We flew home on December 23 in time
for Christmas 1977.

The Taj Mahal — as beautiful as in all the travel
brochure pictures

When we returned Bruce became a
vicar in Oxford and his wife Sue a
theology professor. Susie married a
vicar while Paul, Jonathan and Adrian
all left their jobs and joined the
Anglican ministry. | stayed as a
journalist — but | did become a Reader.

The Hindu holy city of Varanasi, also known as
Benares, on the River Ganges



Looking back, it was a huge decision —
but it was an exciting journey of faith.
and we learnt so much. | am so glad
that failure is not final with God — as
shown by David, Elijah, Peter, Mark,
Paul and many more in the Bible.

Jurney’s End 2 days later W arrived at
the Green Pastures Leprosy Hospital in
Pokhara, Nepal

To hear more of our adventures, | give
illustrated talks. To invite me email
John@)jbutterworth.plus.com or call
01905 617058, 07955 262633

Jotin Butteraonth

THE MAYOR OF WORCESTER
REFLECTS ON AN UNUSUAL YEAR

| am Jo Hodges and | am Mayor of
Worcester at the present time. | was
made Mayor on 19" May 2020, during
the first coronavirus lockdown, at a
zoom meeting of the Worcester City
Council.

This of course means that instead of
sitting in the Mayor’s Chair in the
Council Chamber at the Guildhall | was
actually sitting at my dining table in
front of my laptop. | did not have the
Mayor’s chain put around my neck and
the Mayor’s sword was not resting in its
customary place behind my chair as is
the usual practice when the Council is
in session and the Mayor is presiding.

In fact, | have presided over four
Council meetings so far in my year and
all from home at the table looking at my
fellow Councillors on my laptop. | shall
stop being Mayor at the Annual
Meeting of the Council on 18" May
2021 and the way things are going it is
unlikely | will have chaired a meeting
face to face with other Councillors
during my whole year. Not a proper
mayoral experience at all, as | well
know, as | have been Mayor before
from May 1999 to May 2000.

Reflecting on the experiences of being
Mayor on the two occasions | can’t help
but think | am so pleased | had the
chance to be Mayor of the city of my
birth previously, during “normal” times,
because during this restricted year it is
not possible to experience the full
scope of the position and perform the
full range of duties. The role of Mayor
is one of sociability and interaction with
Worcester residents and visitors alike
and representing the Council to the
general public.

Normally | would be attending civic
events and welcoming visitors to the
city and greeting and entertaining
guests. Instead, | spend a large
amount of mayoral time recording
messages for viewing on the Council
website or Facebook. | have had a few
visitors to the Mayor’s Parlour during
the easing of the pandemic in the
summer, but that was very few and



restricted to no more than four at a
time.

| should have been part of the
celebration of the 3 Choirs Festival, the
Waterways Festival, the University of
Worcester and the Heart of
Worcestershire graduations, the
Remembrance Day events and the
Victorian Christmas Fayre. Sadly, |
have had no Civic Service at the
Cathedral and little opportunity to raise
money for my charities.

All this sounds rather negative | am
afraid and compared to losing a loved
one to the pandemic, or losing one’s
job and livelihood, or having to home
school 2 or 3 children, or working in an
overloaded NHS, it is a small
inconvenience. What we consider to be
our normal social lives has drastically
changed for everyone and especially
for those whose job it is to be mixing
with others and meeting and speaking
and being seen in person. | have great
faith in the vaccine being our way out
of this terrible pandemic and can’t wait
to get my “jab” but the events of the
last 12 months have meant that when
we do eventually return to leading our
lives in a way that allows for meeting
people and taking part in social events,
| will have passed my baton on.

Jo Fodges

Mayor or Worcester

SCRAP METAL BENEFITS SCHOOL

Where there's muck there is money.
How true is that? In the October
magazine | wrote about the furniture
recycling efforts of Marc Cawte from
the River School who takes good
quality second hand furniture and
stores it until a needy case comes
along. Some of you who read the

article donated furniture and currently
Marc has a healthy stock of items.

Like me, Marc is also keen on
recycling. For a number of years he
has had a metals recycling skip located
on the right just as you are about to exit
the car park.

The skip is a permanent fixture at the
school and people associated with the
school are encouraged to bring their
unwanted metal items and place them
in the skip. Not only is this sensible
from an environmental point of view,
but the school benefits from the money
it generates.

I have found the skip very useful. It's
not only the fact that | am lucky enough
to live close by, but it's a lot more
convenient and not busy like the Bilford
Road recycling facility.

Marc is keen to encourage the wider
community to use the skip as it helps
the school and the environment.

Editon

PEST CONTROL AND TAXIDERMY

What do pest control and taxidermy
have in common? The answer is Andy
Staples from Red Kite Pest Control.



Andy has advertised and supported the
magazine for many years and for those
of you who have used his services
Andy knows his stuff when it comes to
pest control.

It's that time of the year when
advertisers have to pay up for the next
twelve months and when they also get
the opportunity to review their current
advert. | was intrigued when Andy
wanted to change his advert to include
an interest in purchasing taxidermy
pieces.

Red Kite g
Pest Control 8
&
Wildlife Management

ALSO

TAXIDERMY

I'm interested in purchasing unwanted pieces of taxidermy
(for private collection)

Taxidermy, as we know, is the art of
preserving an animal's body via
mounting or stuffing, for the purpose of
display or study. Animals are often, but
not always, portrayed in a lifelike state.

When | think of taxidermy it
immediately conjures up images of the
cat on "That's Life" from the 70s

When | looked at it recently for the
purposes of this article it still made me
laugh until | fell of the chair.

Of course, this was not a good
example of the art of taxidermy. My
wife tells me she was handed down a
badger in a glass case which she
believed was Victorian. It was amazing
for the background and setting it was in
as it was for its lifelike look. She
eventually donated it to Worcester
Museum.

Well, does Andy know his stuffing as
well as his stuff? It seems so. He not
only collects Victorian and Edwardian
taxidermy cases but he is also learning
the art of taxidermy, which he says is a
very steep learning curve.

He has done a three day training
course with a taxidermy expert in
Yorkshire which dealt with anatomy,
modelling and the law and admits that
the groundwork and backdrop can take
longer than the taxidermy. Constructing
trees and branches are still done in the
traditional way using wire, wood wool
and papier maché.

The law concerning the purchase or
possession of natural history
specimens can be a quite onerous.
Should you come across a protected
dead wild creature (this means
everything except game birds shot in
season and certain pest species) and
wish to have it preserved, you must
consider how the subject met its death.



This information has to be passed on to
the taxidermist who will decide if your
specimen can be mounted. The
taxidermist must have this information
to hand if it is requested by an
authorized person.

He says people often have these cases
gathering dust in their lofts and he
would be interested in getting his
hands on them. So if you have one and
want to pass it on to an appreciative
owner, Andy's your man. His contact
details and telephone numbers appear
in his advert on page 5.

Personally, I'm sticking to collecting hat
pins as they take up less room!

Editon

NEW BRIDGE MOVES A STEP
NEARER

Formal planning permission is now
being sought for a second foot/cycle
bridge to the north of Worcester to
complement the existing Sabrina
Bridge near the City centre. The
'northern link' has been a long held
aspiration of the City and County

Council and supporters of the scheme.
Improving walking and cycling routes
around the county is a priority for both
Councils.

The ramp access to the bridge will start
on the high ground at the bottom of
Gheluvelt Park close to the Pump
House and extend towards Barbourne
Brook, taking a right-angled left turn to
cross the river to the Kepax area in St
John’s, to land on the former tip site
and linking with a new path from
Riverview Close.

Local activist, Karen Lawrance, said
"This is a brilliant solution. The access
to the bridge, unlike the Sabrina
Bridge, will stay out of the flood plain at
all times. The gardens of the houses in
Waterworks  Road will not be
overlooked and paths in Gheluvelt Park
and its riverside will not be significantly
affected".

The bridge will be a welcome addition
to the popular riverside route. For the
first time it will allow users to enjoy a
figure-of-eight route along the River
Severn, from the very well used Diglis
bridge (which has had over 3 million
users since it was opened in 2010) in
the south to the soon-to-be-refurbished
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Sabrina Bridge and this proposed new
bridge in the north — and back again.

If the proposal receives planning
permission and sufficient funding has
been secured, work could start on site
in Summer 2021 to be completed
during Winter 2022. Approximately half
of the cost will be funded through a
partnership between Worcestershire
County and Worcester City Councils,
with the balance being funded from a
number of other sources including
government grants and developer
contributions.

You can see the plans for the bridge on
Worcestershire.gov.uk/planning and
application number 20/000035/REG3

Editor

MAKING A WILL

With the start of a new year and a
gradual return to normal life, now may
be a good time to consider making a
will, if you haven't done so already, or
reviewing an existing one if you made
one sometime ago or  your
circumstances have changed

| intend to go into this in a bit more
depth in the next issue, but for the
moment here are a few will-writing
myths for you to ponder on.

1. A will stays valid for the rest of
your life

Getting married, or forming a civil

partnership, automatically revokes a

pre-existing will, leaving you intestate

unless you get a new one written

straightaway. It's possible to avoid this
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by making a will 'in contemplation’ of a
forthcoming marriage.

2. Your estate will automatically go
to your partner when you die

If you don't make a will your estate will
be distributed according to the
intestacy rules. While civil partners or
spouses are the first to inherit under
the rules, there's no such legal right for
unmarried couples. This makes it even
more important for unmarried couples
to have a will than married couples, to
avoid a bereaved partner being left with
nothing.

3. You can disinherit your children
by cutting them out of your will
It's true that you can leave your estate
to whoever you wish and omit people
who might reasonably expect to inherit
a share, but that doesn't mean they will
end up with nothing. Close relatives
who are left out can appeal under the
Inheritance (Provision for Family and
Dependents) Act 1975. A cohabiting
partner who has lived with the
deceased for at least two years prior to
death may also make a claim.

4. Instructions made in a letter have
the same force as those set out in
your will

A 'letter of wishes' to your executors

may give details of what sort of funeral

you'd prefer, or where you want your
ashes scattered, but it isn't binding. If

you want to amend your will, do so in a

witnessed codicil, or write a new one.

5. A photocopied will is as good as
the original

To apply for probate (the legal right to
deal with someone's estate when they
die), your executor needs the original
will. A photocopy may be acceptable in
rare cases (where the original can't be
found), but this is by no means certain
and could be challenged.



6. Your executors must use the firm
that made your will
If you used a solicitor to make your will,
they should give the original to your
executor without demur. They may
hope to be given probate work, but this
isn't obligatory - your executors can
appoint another firm, or opt to
undertake probate without assistance.

Editon

IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS

It is not until we become adults, when
visiting our childhood home, that our
parents begin to be regarded as 'unsung
heroes'. Remembering how they supplied
food, clothes, heat, not forgetting
seasonal and birthday treats, taken much
for granted without our thing about the
sacrifices they made.

Do we as adults encourage our offspring
to use the words 'please’ and 'thank you'
to dinner ladies, relatives, shopkeepers?
Re Covid 19, did you remember to thank
those who administered your jab?

English people aren't renowned for being
gregarious. Choose an empty bus or
train, they sit in separate seats. Whereas,
our northern European neighbours would
prefer to be part of a group. However, a
pandemic or a water shortage tends to
bring is together. Recently, a local north
Midlands  doctor, kept neighbours
informed about Covid testing in a nearby
village. Similarly, a masked neighbour,
who | didn't recognise, arrived at our door
with details of home testing. Both
examples of kindnesses given in leisure
time.

Let's hope that the kindnesses shown
during the last twelve months are
continued and reciprocated.

G. Elfed fonee

Cathedral Congregation
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THE DASH POEM

| read of a man who stood to speak at the
funeral of a friend. He referred to the
dates on the tombstone from the
beginning... to the end.

He noted that first came the date of birth
and spoke of the following date with
tears, but he said what mattered most of
all was the dash between those years.

For that dash represents all the time they
spent alive on earth and now only those
who loved them know what that little line
is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own, the
cars... the house... the cash. What
matters is how we live and love and how
we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard; are
there things you’d like to change? For
you never know how much time is left
that can still be rearranged.

If we could slow down enough to
consider what's true and real and
understand the way other people feel.

To be less quick to anger and show
appreciation more and love the people in
our lives like we’'ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect and
more often wear a smile... remembering
that this special dash might only last a
little while.

So when your eulogy is being read, with
your life’s actions to rehash, would you
be proud of the things they say about
how you lived your dash?

By Lénda Ellcs,
Copyright © 2020 Inspire Kindness
thedashpoem.com
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AS Locks & Services.

NNAL®

National Network of Approved Locksmiths

Locksmith Services — Failed Locks, Locked Out, Lock Upgrades
UPVC Door and Window Repairs - Locking Mechanisms, Ironmongery,
Child Restrictors, Cat Flaps Fitted
Glazing Services — Misted Double Glazed Units Replaced, Upgrades,
Broken Glass
Garage Door Repairs — All brands of Garage Doors Repaired and
Serviced

For a detailed list of services please visit website or call
Telephone: 01905 726671 / 07956 371673
www.aslocksandservices.co.uk
Email: aslocks.services@gmail.com

«Top Cut” Mowing Services L¢y

GRASS CUTTING, MOWING & PADDOCK MAINTENANCE

COUNTRY PROPERTIES COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS

Our services include -
Regular/one off Mowing, Flail Mowing, Paddock Topping
Chain Harrowing, Lawn & Sports Field Aerating

PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE, PERSONAL SERVICE

Call Mike anytime for a free, no obligation quotation
01905621858 or 07802 717057




‘M Clarke Serwces

Mlchael Clarke

< M: 07787403658 - *

H: 01905 909390,
<clarkemlchaelﬂ44@gmall com, |
Fanebtmk mnlarkeservmes <

_ Fenc:mg, Garden &
: Property Mamtenance

Erange Avenue
Wurcester

Watkins Smith Ltd

Will Writing & Estate Planning

Stewart Watkins - Director

Thinking about a Will or
Lasting Power of Attorney?

We have 30 years experience.

Professional Will Writing & LPA
services.

Flexible appointments in the
comfort of your own home.

Competitively priced.

Please contact Stewart for more information about any of our services. /

Mobile: 07764 624968 | Office: 01905 429033
Email: stewart@watkinssmith.co.uk
www.watkinssmith.co.uk

s Smith Ltd.

state Planning




Providing High Quality EClipSG 22
HomeCare HomeCare

Excellent Care from Local People

* We have a full range of hourly, daily & live in services
e Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer’s care

* Longstanding teams of dedicated local caregivers T
> - F

* Excellent reputation with Private Clients, Worcester \ | y
County Council and CQC (Care Quality Commission)
Eclipse Homecare has been operating in this area for ‘Caregiving the most

almost 10 years and is an Award winning local business.
Speak to us today to find out more about how we can help.

rewarding job"
Call Shelley for a chat
07890 250 839

www.eclipsehomecare.co.uk
2015, 2016 & 2017

Top Agency in
Worcestershire
Voted by homecare.co.uk

Worcester Malvern Kidderminster Bromsgrove Teme Valley

01905 01684 01562 01527 01584
641070 869432 535420 573949 812594

AQUA CLEANSING itd

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

« Cesspool & Pump Stations

» Sewage Treatment Plants

+ Soakaways

» Blockage Clearance

« Sewage Treatment Engineers

« Pumps, Compressors & Servicing

» CCTV Drainage Surveys

www . aquacleansingltd.co.uk 0 1886 8884?1 enquiresZaguacleansing.co.uk
Call us now for free advice & quotation
Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WRE 6PQ
Fast reliable service established for over 30 years




Hoskins Funerals Direct
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Prepaid Funeral Plans, Memorials, Funerals, Cremations, Burial of Ashes,
Funeral Celebrant, Simple or bespoke services, we're here
to help provide a service your loved one would be proud of.
01905 27862 (24 hours) » 07738 292184 » www.hoskinsfuneraldirect.co.uk
129 Astwood Road, Worcester WR3 8HD

TESre vareny Sew G dsimple

01905 670637

Www.rp-joinery.com  rp-joinery@hotmail.com
Offering the complete property package

Dressmaking alterations & home
furnishing
Bridal, Bridesmaid & Prom, Christening,
special oulffit alterations and repairs for both

Free quotes & small jobs welcome adults and children available by local lady with
Bespoke joinery & cabinet making over 30 years experience.
Painting & decorating Citygs Curtain making and alterations, soft furnishing
Garden & property maintenance Guilds (cushions etc), dressm_aking alterations and

. ualified repairs.
Kitchen makeovers — new doors &  ° For free no obligation quote call Debra on:
worktops 01905 754374 or 07970 975076

Not-for-profit assisted living, - .
where people come first. \ WhlStOl’l

Apartments from only £165,000 Q& Court

Discover independent living within a
supportive community environment.

Whiston Court is a quality new assisted
living development for the over 55s in
Worcester, built for Abbeyfield Worcester
Society Ltd, a charity dedicated to the
needs of older people.

Tel: 01905 729 699 (on-site sales office)
Email: whistoncourt@abbeyfieldworcester.co.uk

| Abbe ﬁeld

Whiston Court, White Ladies Close, Worcester, WR 1Q B
(Adjacent to the Royal Grammar School.)
www.abbeyfieldworcester.co.uk
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Ragistened Company 34491

windows porches conservatories

We are a Claines-based business, which brings a personal touch fo door and window
installation.

Ourwindows are glazed with the [atest low-energy glass that works harder to keep the
warmth in, saving you money on your heating bills, as well as looking really good

We have doors to fit all budgets, from basic yet attractive white uPVC 1o stunning
composite doors in a wide range of colours to suit all tastes, all of which have the latest
in tocking security

Energy efficient Good locking
A-rated gl Complete desi
Triple glazing Choice of pro
Great range of composite door colours
Greater Security
Eight-point locking m on all UpVC doors
Internally glazed windows

Call Paul for a no-obligation guote and v
some design inspiration Hi Paul, - 2en inspected and FENSA
Fully insured 0 enfary about the windows and

FENSA registerad the fitting. Thanks for doing a great job.”

5% rated on Trader REQiSTEF *From the inifial enquiry through fo installation we
Local references available have received a prompt, courteous and

Mo salesmen involved professional senvice.”

info@pjimprovements.co.uk Tel: 01905 679962 f 07976 373648
www.pjhomeimprovements.co.uk




